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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 



Listing of Claims: 

1 - 9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently amended) A diffusion layer for a fuel cell comprising: 
a base layer, 

said base layer including: (a) a carbonized yarn of a woven fabric, and (b) a 
carbonized binder impregnated into the yarn thereby connecting filaments of the yarn A 
and (c) a wator ropol l ont layor with a mu l ti l ay o r structuro i nc l uding an inn o r layor and 
an out e r l ayor d i ff e r e nt i n adhesiv e n e ss and str e ngth to e ach oth e r 

both said woven fabric and said binder being carbonized after said binder has 
been impregnated into said woven fabric . 

11-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) A diffusion layer for a fuel cell comprising: 
a base layer, 

said base layer including: (a) a non-woven carbon paper made from carbon 
fibers, and (b) a synthetic carbonized resin binder impregnated into the carbon paper 
with a nonuniform distribution in an impregnation amount in an in p i ano direction a 
direction of a plane of the carbon paper and carbonized , wherein a first portion of said 
base layer including a major amount of the binder is impregnated constructing is a rigid 
portion of said base layer wh e r e a r el ativ el y l argo amount of th e bind e r , and a second 
portion of said base layer including a minor amount of the binder is impregnated 
constructing is a deformable portion of said base layer wh o r o a r el at i ve l y sma ll amount 
of th e bind e r . 
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20-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Original) A diffusion layer for a fuel cell comprising: 
a base layer having opposite surfaces; and 

a water-repellent layer made from a mixture of carbon and synthetic resin formed 
on one surface of said base layer, said water-repellent layer being constructed of a 
multi-layer structure including an inner layer and an outer layer different in 
adhesiveness and strength to each other, said inner layer having a strength greater 
than a strength of said outer layer, said outer layer having an adhesiveness stronger 
than an adhesiveness of said inner layer. 

26-28. (Canceled) 

29. (Previously presented) A diffusion layer for a fuel cell comprising: 
a water-repellent layer including two kinds of binders, wherein said two kinds of 
binders include a first binder made from a synthetic resin having an adhesiveness and a 
second binder made from material having a higher rigidness than said synthetic resin of 
said first binder. 

30-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently amended) Tho d i ffusion l ayor accord i ng to c l a i m A, said fi l aments 
be i ng formed by app l ying a shoar forc e to a m i xture of carbon and synth e tic r e s i n b e for e 
coat i ng of oaid m i xture onto said baso l ayer 

A diffusion layer for a fuel cell, comprising: 

a base layer; and 

a water-repellent laver coated on said base laver. said water-repellent layer 
being made from a mixture of carbon and synthetic resin and solidified, said synthetic 
resin being deformed into filaments by applying a shear force to said mixture before 
coating of said mixture onto said base laver. thereby increasing an adhesiveness of the 
water-repellent laver . 
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35 - 36. (Canceled) 

37. (Currently amended) Tho diffus i on l ayer accord i ng to c l a i m 4, sa i d f i lam e nt 
be i ng formed by app l ying a shear forc e to sa i d wat e r rep e ll e nt lay e r aft e r so li d i fy i ng sa i d 
wat e r r e pe lle nt l ay e r 

A diffusion layer for a fuel cell, comprising: 

a base layer; and 

a water-repellent layer coated on said base layer, said water-repellent layer 
being made from a mixture of carbon and synthetic resin and solidified, said synthetic 
resin being deformed into filaments by applying a shear force to said water-repellent 
layer after solidifying said water-repellent layer, thereby increasing an adhesiveness of 
the water-repellent layer . 



38 - 39. (Canceled) 



